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women than to believe they are going to be bribed
by promises of indiscriminate charity, I believe that
British working-men and women would always rather
pay what little they can and be able to claim that
what they get is not a dole, but a right for which
they have paid, because in that way they preserve
that sturdy independence and that self-respect which
characterizes them as it does every free and self-
respecting people."

It is impossible here to attempt to give a satis-
factory account of the provisions of the Local
Government Act, which chiefly occupied Mr.
Chamberlain during the latter part of his long term
at the Ministry of Health. As Mr. Chamberlain at
the Ministry of Health observed: "to the ordinary
citizen, immersed in his profession or in the conduct
of commercial affairs, the subject of local affairs
seems to offer a somewhat forbidding aspect ... a
Local Government Bill of unusual length, and rang-
ing over the whole field of administration in town and
country, must indeed be caviare to the general."
Nevertheless the Act is of great importance in the
ever-increasing sphere of local government. The
aspect of the measure which attracted most attention
at the time was that which provided for the de-rating
of agricultural land and buildings and of productive
industry. This was part of the general policy for
stimulating industry and decreasing unemployment
by relieving industry of some of its overhead burden.
At the same time it was obviously equitable that it
should be so relieved, since there are many municipal
services for which the rates provide, such as educa-
tion, libraries, and recreation facilities from which
the manufacturer derives no direct benefit. Finally in
1929 the Local Government Act, complete with
de-rating and other provisions passed into law as the
most substantial contribution made to the Statute